
CHN/ITAL190 
Pretext activity on Shu Xi’s Bingfu  
 

1) Christine welcomes everyone and tells students that we are doing a pre-text activity.  She 
asks students to notice the art materials around them.  They should use those materials to 
create their own journal over the course of the class.  They are free to explore the 
materials, get up and down from their chairs to procure more items, and work on their 
journals as they listen to instructors and other students throughout the activity. 

2)   Christine gives a quick preview of the activity, describing what we will be doing and 
explaining some of the pedagogy behind it.  Christine will tell students that she and Hong 
will read poems about noodles and pasta.  As we read, students will be asked to jot down 
some “I wonder” statements based on what they are curious about and what they would 
like to know about the poems, author, images, etc...  Any “I wonder” statement is valid.   

3)   Hong will read a poem about Chinese noodles.  Students will continue to work on their 
journals as they listen, as well as write “I wonder” statements. 

4)   Christine will read a poem about pasta.  Students will continue to work on their journals 
as they listen, as well as write “I wonder” statements. 

5)   Hong will instruct students to choose the “I wonder” statement from their list that they 
are the most curious about and write it at the top of a blank piece of paper.  Underneath, 
each student should either draw a picture or write a story that relates to the statement. 

 “Write a question that cannot be answered in the story.”  Then once they write the question 
(wait to give them the next instruction):  “Now, write a story to answer your question.”  

6)   When students have completed their story or picture, Hong will instruct them to post it to 
the clothesline.  Probably the easiest clothesline would be the wall itself, on which they 
could tape it. 

7)   Once everyone has posted to the clothesline, Hong will ask students to walk around and 
investigate the stories and drawings, choosing one (other than their own) that resonates 
with them the most. 

8)   Christine will ask for a volunteer to start the next part of the process.  The student 
volunteer will point to a story or picture and explain why that story or picture resonated 
with him/her.  How did the story or picture help him/her to go deeper into the 
poem?  Christine will encourage the author of the work to respond to what the student 
volunteer said.  What did the viewer understand about the picture or story that the author 
had wanted to communicate?  Is there something she/he didn’t mention that the author 
wants the class to know?  The author will then be asked to share his/her favorite picture 
or story with the group and the process will continue. 



9)   Hong will bring the group together for the final part of the process.   She will ask 
students the question, “What did we do?”  Students will respond out loud.  Hong will 
guide the process along, making sure that every person responds once before allowing 
students who have already spoken to respond again.   

10)   Hong and Christine will make final announcements regarding the midterm exam, the 
noodle exhibition, and anything else students need to know. 

  

 


